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Province will send Toronto garbage to Warwick
The province will allow CWS to bring Toronto’s garbage to   Warwick as an emergency garbage dump. If trucks are turned back at the U.S. border and other Ontario sites are full, CWS has told the Ministry of Environment and   Toronto to bring the garbage to Warwick.  The Warwick landfill is one of three alternate sites including the Blenheim landfill near Chatham, and the West Carleton landfill at Ottawa. 

Environment Minister Chris Stockwell named the sites last week under Temporary Emergency amendments.  

No garbage has gone to any of these landfills, but the province's decision indicates the region's landfills could be used as Toronto's dumping grounds in the future.

Border Closing crisis

On May 20, when the Canada/USA border   temporarily turned back all garbage shipments to the United States and the USA Homeland Security Agency heightened security one level, the transfer and disposal of waste from Toronto was delayed. 

The next day, May 21, 2003, CWS told the MOE that border delays caused garbage to accumulate in the transfer stations to the point that they were reaching   capacity.  Storage of large amounts of waste could result in a serious risk to the health and safety of the public and the environment.

Whether these transfer stations belonged to CWS or the City of Toronto is unclear, but CWS presented a contingency plan for handling Toronto’s garbage to the Ministry. 

 The Ministry approved the plan: “Where waste could not be disposed of in the USA, the City of Toronto and Canadian Waste Services Inc. proposed to utilize selected landfill Sites located in the Province of Ontario.”

CWS Offered Sites to MOE and Toronto

But who named the sites?  In the case of Ottawa, for example, Toronto city officials weren't pressuring the province to list Ottawa as a back-up dump.  According to the Ottawa Citizen  "That wasn't discussed at all," said Toronto Councillor Brad Duguid, who chairs the city's works committee.

He said that Ottawa was not mentioned as a spill over site at the emergency meeting he and regional authorities had with Environment Minister Chris Stockwell on May 26.  

The Ottawa Citizen reports that Ottawa Councillors believe that since West Carleton has been approved once for garbage overflow, there is no guarantee Toronto trash trucks won't be sent there in the future, especially since cross-border traffic still faces difficulties -- among them delay caused by increased inspections due to the Americans' heightened terrorism alerts.

The same might be said for Warwick and Blenheim as well. 

No Public Notice

Although CWS was not obliged to tell the community or consult before putting Warwick up for Toronto garbage,   informing the community would have been a simple courtesy.  In fact, CWS had already met with the City of Toronto and  put forth their contingency plan to the MOE when they met with us at the EASG last week, Tuesday May 27.  The next morning, the contingency plan and the Minister’s notice appeared on the EBR website, May 28, 2003, but CWS had not informed the community – their consultation style speaks for itself. 

According to the Ottawa Citizen, Ottawa city councillors said they were not consulted.  "Certainly there was no consultation with me," said West Carleton Councillor Dwight Eastman, who found out about plans for the landfill in his ward when the notice was posted Wednesday.

Because this decision is an Exception to meet an expected emergency, the government waived the public’s right to be notified and to comment on the decision.  The decision cannot be appealed.  According to the government, notifying us, allowing us to comment or appeal this decision would   endanger public health and safety, cause harm or serious risk of harm to the environment, or injury, damage or serious risk of injury or damage to any property.  But CWS could have and should have informed the Warwick community that we are now on the Toronto garbage circuit. 
Terms of Amendment

The Emergency Certificates of Approval were issued for the three sites “with a condition stipulating that the amendment would expire on May 30, 2003 unless the emergency situation was reconfirmed and further written approval of the Director had been obtained.”  (EBR Website)  The short term – about three days – seems less than alarming but the conditions for reactivating this amendment are less certain.  What constitutes an emergency situation for how long?  Who decides?  Whose interests are protected? 

The written approval of the Director is hardly reassuring given approved this emergency amendment without public notice, consultation, or opportunity for appeal.  According to the MOE Director, the emergency amendments included temporary receiving rate, service area increases and the addition of residential garbage to the types of waste allowed at these selected facilities.  These amendments did not increase the approved capacities of the landfill sites.  While the local community may experience increased truck traffic, Canadian Waste Services Inc. will work with these facilities to ensure any impacts are minimized.  

Can we expect CWS to consult us about increased traffic?  Maybe, but first they’ll have to tell us we’re now an emergency dump for Toronto garbage, that weeks ago we were part of their contingency plan, and they took these actions  without telling us.  What did we expect?  Well, we’d hoped for better.
